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Good, Good Father – Rustin Polinder; Regional Director
Some of the lyrics from a Chris Tomlin song provides the theme for what I want to share with you about my recent trip to India
and Nepal:

“Oh I’ve heard a thousand stories of what they think you’re like. But
I’ve heard the tender whispers of love in the dead of night. And you
tell me that you’re pleased, and that I’m never alone.”
As Kidstown’s Regional Director, I have the privilege of visiting our children and Home Leaders in Nepal and Northern India. In the days leading
up to my trip, I heard the Tomlin song “Good, Good Father,” and thankfully it stuck in my head. I printed a copy of the words, and pondered and
prayed them throughout my travels.
I set out to visit nine homes, spending quality time with the leadership.
By observing and listening it was encouraging to see that our kids are receiving wholesome care, and to sense the excitement of our leadership to
grow and further develop the ministry.

“And I am loved by you—it’s who I am, it’s who I am, it’s who I am”
At one of our homes, I was visiting with a 15 year old boy who, along with his sister, lost their parents approximately five years
ago. He said to me, via an interpreter, “I can’t know my father because he is gone, but Abhoy (the Home Leader) has shown
me love that helps me grasp God’s love.” This is the heartbeat of why Kidstown exists. We strive to bring God’s love and healing to almost 1000 kids in
47 homes, in three countries.
And then this powerful line:

“As you call me deeper still...into love, love, love.”
Is this not our calling, all of us—the kids, the Home Leaders, and you as a
sponsor. “Deeper still” calls us to support, advocate and pray for these kids,
not that they merely survive, but that they may flourish.
The second to last night, God pulled me deeper into his love with this awesome gift. As the kids often do in their culture, they gathered in the evening
to sing and dance. To my great surprise, one of the boys took his guitar and
with no way of knowing what God had placed on my heart, started to play
and sing: “Good Good Father.”

“Love so undeniable I could hardly speak…you know just what we need
before we say a word…”
So it was with this I returned home, more committed than ever to our work
together for Kidstown, trusting that God “knows just what we need.”

A Trip to Romania – Aubrie Devine; Kidstown Office Manager
We arrived in Romania, it was dark, and there was a lightening/

My favorite part was the last night of camp. Our team brought hun-

thunder storm happening. I was filled with emotions; excitement,
anxiety, and happiness. I had never traveled overseas before. I had
also never been away from my 4-year-old daughter for 10 days.

dreds of glow sticks with us to throw a dance party. We turned off
the lights, turned on some of the kid’s favorite songs, danced and
jumped all night. We even did a Conga line to the penguin dance.
Many of the kids intentionally broke the glow sticks so they became
a walking glow stick. By the end of the night, I was covered in glow
liquid. The evening ended after chanting “one more song” two
times.

When we arrived to our destination, the van pulled up to a large
wooden gate with a sign that read “Malomkert”. We’d arrived! I met
Illona, the Cernatul Home director, her smile was warm and her eyes
were kind. We all sat together and enjoyed a traditional Hungarian
dinner. The next
morning, we anxiously waited for the children of the Cernatul
de Sus home to arrive. Later, the Emmaus home children
would arrive by bus.
70 kids from ages 218 will soon be here
for a 5 day camp experience. I was fearful. Will they like me? Will we understand each
other? Will my energy keep up with them? Within minutes my fears
were gone. I felt my hand grabbed from below. A face that was familiar to me from working in the office. Her name was Timea and next
to her was her sister Maria and another sweet girl, Alex. They were
attached to my hip for the remainder of the trip, along with about 10
others from the Cernatul and Emmaus home.

Being in a foreign country, speaking not one word of Romanian or
Hungarian, I thought it would be extremely challenging to communicate. I quickly learned God makes ways for us to communicate and
understand one another despite the language barrier. We told jokes,
we laughed, we spoke about common interests.

For the next couple days, we were taught traditional Hungarian
dance and in return taught them traditional American line dances.
We played Frisbee, soccer, split into teams (go GREEN APPLES!),
played Olympic
themed relays,
decorated team
flags, did arts
and crafts, and
we even surprised them
with a campfire
and S’mores!
They had never
had these before. Through all
of these activities, I received
plenty of hugs,
hand holds, and
cheek kisses. I
don’t think I have ever received so much loving affection in my life. It
was so sweet.

I woke up on the last morning so emotional. With 70 kids in one
camp, I tried to connect with each person. Most were open to it;
some were drawn back. You have to be sensitive to the fact some of
these kids are going through many emotions; abandonment, loss,
depression, anger, etc.

There were around 15 kids
that I connected with on a
higher level. We had inside
jokes by the last day. We
talked about their family situations and shared stories and
encouragement. I really tried
holding it together when we
started saying our goodbyes.
I’m sure they could see right
through me. Until, I saw Timea
crying because we were leaving. I LOST it. Which is new for
me. In the past, I would never
allow myself to cry. Here
come the water works. How
could I feel so connected and
love these kids so much just spending 5 days together? The truth is, I
loved them before the trip. Reading about them, seeing their photos,
knowing where they came from. I had no idea how hard it would be
saying goodbye to them. They cried, and I cried while my chin trembled trying to hold my composure.

I left with my heart full and hurting. I did not expect that. I just hope
that I made the same impact on them, that they had on me. This trip
was not about me; it was about them. It was about giving them love
and affection that they so obviously crave. But the impact these kids
had on me was life changing. I have learned so much from them and
this trip. I learned I can still be childlike with “strangers”. Being 26,
yes I am still young . I sometimes feel so much older. I can be a goof
and it’s okay. I can be 26 but get along well with 13 year olds. I
learned to be youthful and not care how silly I look.

I am thankful to them. I am thankful to God. Through this experience, I hope he shined through me. Through this experience, I have
drawn closer to God.
“He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. He
said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes
the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:2-4

Sponsor Sajid
Sajid is an eleven year old boy from India. The first thing you might notice about Sajid is his smile. The joy
found in his heart is profound when you look into his past. He was found by the local police working in a
tea shop as a child laborer. Sajid suffers from a speech impediment and was not able to share about his
past, or even his name. The police named him and brought him to one of our supported homes. Here at the
home Sajid learns that he is named by Christ as a child of God, and his identity is full of grace and purpose.
Sajid is a big helper around the home. He has many friends at the home, but Sajid needs a friend that
would step up and sponsor him. If you would like to sponsor Sajid, please contact us or go to our website to
sign up to sponsor him or dozens more that need your help.

Christmas Giving
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner! We want to make it easy for you to
make a difference this Christmas. If you are wanting to remember your sponsored child this Christmas season, we are requesting that you send a monetary gift in the place of a physical gift. There
are many children that are still waiting for a sponsor. We want to make sure all of our children are
made to feel special for Christmas. We will be dividing all monetary gifts that we receive between all
of our homes and children so that no child is forgotten. You are still welcome to send a small gift to
your child, because we understand that you do have a personal relationship with the child you sponsor. We are so thankful to be in a place where we can provide some Christmas cheer to children that
wouldn’t find it otherwise. We are thankful for you! Without you, this would not be possible.
Please visit our website donation page to donate online.

Executive Director’s Notes – Chuck Valley
Kidstown is simply about children and lifting them up in love and compassion when others have not done so. We have the privilege
of serving children that do not have a choice in this world as to their situation. We do have a choice, and to our sponsors and supporters who have made that choice to help, thank you! We are continually blessed with the most amazing, consistent, and faithful
support partners any organization could ask for. “Truly, I say to you, as you did to one of the least of these my brothers, you did unto
me” Matthew 25:40. Whether in India or in our own backyard, Jesus calls us to help the least of these who cannot help themselves.
We appreciate your help.

Early this summer the Kidstown Board of Directors had Summit Retreat where we continued the process of defining our future and
planning how we can best help the children and homes God has called us to serve. We discussed not just the what, Our Cause, and
the why, Our Impact, but really dug deep into the how, Our Actions. We came up with four goals and areas of focus for our Kidstown
supported children’s homes. I wanted to share them with you here, so you can be praying for these moving forward as we find ways
to better each home in the following areas.

Quality of Life and Health of the Children. Home Health (Operations and Facilities).
The Best Education for Each and Every Child. Spiritual Health of the Home and Each child.
What is the need? To help with these goals, as we move towards the end of our funding year for 2018, I want to ask that you
please consider your giving to Kidstown and how you might, if able, give a little extra in three areas.
1)
2)
3)

Helping grow the impact of Kidstown throughout our 47 locations takes the funding of our International Regional Administrators. They definitely keep this ship afloat and often go unrecognized. Consider giving to support these amazing International Team Members.
Education is a continually expending need. So, support our Education Fund for K-12 and College/Trade School Scholarships.
The Home Upgrade Projects Fund to improve Quality of life and Home Health has so many needs at our homes. Please help.
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Quality Communication Is Our Priority

Social Media!

As an organization, we understand how important it is to communicate with
our donors. We strive to keep everyone updated and informed about their children, as well as the organization as a whole. Sending paper mail and emails are
some of our main forms of communication, and that’s how it has been for many
years. But as our organization grows, we are thankful for new forms of technology that provide a quicker and easier way to keep everyone updated and in
touch.

/Kidstownintl

@Kidstown_intl

We value each of our supporters, and we know that communication and staying vulnerable are key factors of keeping our relationships healthy and relevant.
When we hear that a supporter has not heard anything recently from Kidstown,
we stop and examine what ways we have tried to stay connected to that supporter, and possible ways of doing this better. If you have any questions or concerns about how you are receiving information from us, please contact us so
that we can continue to improve our communication!

Some of you may not be aware, but we do have a Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
and a website that we attempt to keep updated with current projects, sponsorship opportunities, prayer requests, and praises. These are all great places for
our supporters, and even those outside of Kidstown International to follow
along on our journey and stay connected.

We also regularly send out emails and various updates through Mailchimp. If
you think we have your email address, and you are not receiving these updates,
then please contact us with your as we may have an old or wrong email address. And if we don’t have your email address, we would love to get that so
you receive these updates!

Our desire is to be an organization that respects our supporters with current
information that is easily accessible and relevant. There is always room to grow,
and we do learn as well go. We continue to do our best to be honest and progress in this process. Thank you for staying with us on this journey and for caring about our children and their lives!

@kidstowninternational

Contact & Info
For additional information about
Kidstown and our efforts to help
orphans, please visit our website,
YouTube channel, or Facebook
page.
Kidstown International
1-360-647-2470
aubrie@kidstown.org
www.kidstown.org
ECFA accredited
Financials upon request

