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Winter in India– Kidstown team spends three weeks in India and Nepal
A journey around India and parts of Nepal has brought our international team home overflowing with joy and wonder. The smiles of
every child stay close in their minds, and every story is beating
through their hearts.
For countless children, their stories are filled with sorrow and pain,
but yet they radiate joy and hope. Mollie Sundvik, one of the travelers, was struck by the happiness found in those who had the least.
Mollie, a registered nurse, conducted physical assessments of the
children she visited, checking their overall health and well-being.
This was a great chance for her to meet and get to know our Kidstown family.
Coming from the fast paced United States, Mollie was humbled by
the nation of India. Their simple lifestyle showed little stress or
anxieties. They appreciate the life that they have around them,
bringing them joy and peace. Although there were some serious
health issues, especially relating to dental hygiene, our team was
impressed by how healthy most of the children were. For some of
these children, they have come from terrible situations, and it was
an encouragement to see how far they have come. They are not
letting their past define who they are.
Mollie loved getting to know the children in between assessments.
She didn’t know their language, which was a challenge, but with
children, all you usually need is a great smile and the ability to
laugh. These kids made a big impression on our team with their
joy and resilience. It was a great opportunity to hear their stories
and see how they interact together.
We are grateful to our supporters for their financial help, which in
the past year alone has led to improvements in the conditions of
Kidstown-sponsored homes. It was as well a blessing to see the
growth of the children as they thanked our team — and as they
remembered us from earlier visits! We were also gratified to see,
once again, the results of the hard work that our in-country home
leaders do each and every day. Their vision is our mission, that
children at risk should be able to find a warm, healthful and safe
welcome into a life supported by your generosity.

2018 Kidstown Auction– Giving Together April 28, 2018
You are invited to our 7th annual Kidstown
auction and fundraiser! It will be held on April
28th at the Crowne Plaza Seattle Airport Hotel
at 6:30 PM. The funds raised will be directed
to improving the quality of life for the children
supported by Kidstown International. Tickets
are $30.00 which include one beverage and a
generous variety of delicious appetizers and
desserts. If you intend to come, please register
online at this link, http://bit.ly/2EG0Qix. Parking
will be validated for the evening. You are welcome to bring anyone you would like. We
would be honored to have you and your
friends attend! If you are not able to attend, but
would still like to donate, you can go to our
website, Kidstown.org and designate your
funds to charity auction. We are so excited for
another great auction, and to have you be
there with us! This is such a special time to
bring everyone together to support our kids
and see what we can do alongside each other.

New Life Children’s Home in Nepal– Building Project
Finishing a project can be challenging, but also fulfilling in the end. We are celebrating the
completion of a very big project at one of our homes in Nepal. Due to some new regulations in the country, this home was required to keep their children in gender separate
floors. Because of this, the home requested funding to add a second floor. We were so
thankful when one of our generous supporters stepped up to fund this extensive project.
They started this project less than a year ago, and we are happy to say that it is now complete! We are beyond thankful for how the Lord provided during every step so that this new
home could be finished. We know that this was an important project so that the children at
this home could be well taken care of. The building looks great and will be a home for
these kids for a very long time!

Cristina’s Story– Success from a small village
Kidstown International has been supporting natively run homes for children in need since
1996. Since that time, young children have seen their lives drastically changed because of
the sacrifice and kindness of our home leaders who welcome them into their homes. Cristina
is one of these children. She grew up in a Kidstown supported home in Romania, and is now
pursuing a successful career doing something she loves.
As a young girl, Cristina lived in a tiny home in a small
village with extended family members. Between the families' excessive drinking, and the fact that eleven people
were living in one room, it’s safe to say this was a situation far less than desirable. Her father had left her family
some years before, and Cristina’s mother was deathly
ill, leaving Cristina virtually alone with her siblings.
Flori and Gusti, some of our Romanian home leaders,
would visit Cristina’s home and share about God and
help them with their needs. Once they saw the difficult
situation these children were in, they made the decision
to bring Cristina and her sister into their home. For
Cristina, this was a dream come true. She says that they
“had a nice room, bathroom, and we were just the 2 of
us in one room. We had food and clothes and love from
Flori and the other women working there.”
Cristina grew a relationship with her American sponsor
that encouraged her through every season of her life.
They were always there for Cristina to help her and
believe in her. Cristina shares that her sponsors were a
family for her when she felt alone. Their relationship
meant the world to her. Another supporter joined into
Cristina’s life when she was older to support her
University costs. Cristina got her degree, and now she is
working hard in a career in business that she has long
fought for. She asks us to “Imagine living in those
horrible conditions, and then out of nowhere, your life
gets so much better, just because some kind people
decided to help you.”
Every child deserves a future and a fresh start in life,
and Cristina found her future thanks to her own strength
and with the help of Kidstown. Every sponsor is taking
part in the positive changes in these children’s lives. It is
no small part to play as a sponsor as you are creating a
lifelong relationship that affects the lives of everyone —
the child as well as yourself. It is a gift and an honor to
see people like Cristina living their best life possible in
large part because of people that made a decision to
open their hearts a little wider in a world that pushes us
to stay closed. Being a sponsor with Kidstown is a small
step in making a big change in the world, one child at a
time.
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Introducing our Newest Member

Social Media!

Meet Rusty Polinder - Regional Director NW Washington & the Mid-West
/Kidstownintl

I am honored to be the newest member of
the Kidstown staff. I am looking forward to
meeting many of you in the coming months.
I was born in Rehoboth, New Mexico where
my parents were engaged in working at Rehoboth Christian School, a century old
school that served primarily Native Amercian
children and families. Even, though my
memories are faint of New Mexico, it was
often a topic of conversation around our
dinner table regarding empowering minorities, or the marginalized or the poor. My two
sisters and I would all agree that the New
Mexico stories planted seeds that would
influence our professional direction.
I attended Lynden Christian School, K-12, and then joined YWAM for several
years, with a couple years at Kuyper College in between. The YWAM experience led to Thailand for nearly a decade where I worked with the Akha people in Northern Thailand through a local indigenous ministry in partnership
with Christian Reformed World Missions. Most of our work was in Children
homes with at-risk youth.

@Kidstown_intl

@kidstowninternational

Contact & Info
For additional information about
Kidstown and our efforts to help
orphans, please visit our website,
YouTube channel, or Facebook
page.
Kidstown International
1-360-647-2470

My cross-cultural experience naturally stirred my interest in working for Kidstown. Thus places like Romania, Nepal and India cultivate my concern and
passion for working with the underserved. I hope we can foster wholesome
relationships between Children’s homes in Asia and Good people from the
West to those in Eastern countries we serve.

aubrie@kidstown.org

I recently have relocated to Whatcom County, and cherish my son (Henry)
and all the family and friends that I have in this area.

Financials upon request
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