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Earthquakes and constitution create a perfect storm in Nepal 

The Advocate 

By Matthew Smith. According to Wikipedia, the term “perfect storm” describes an event where a rare 
combination of circumstances will aggravate a situation drastically.  This term paints an accurate         
picture of present-day Nepal.  Not only has it suffered through two major earthquakes, but it also has  
endured a long and bitter struggle to bring to fruition a new constitution.  These twin blows have left the 
Nepali people reeling and wondering how much more they can take. 

(Top) Many people lost their homes and livelihood in the quakes. 
(Bottom) Thousands of affected people are living in tents, without 
access to clean water or electricity. 

Few countries experience back-to-back 7.8 and 7.2 
earthquakes, each lasting for what surely seemed like 
an eternity.  In their wake were destruction, fear, and 
hopelessness.  The response of the international com-
munity was commendable: over a dozen countries      
responded with personnel, in-kind, and/or financial aid.  
Unfortunately, bureaucratic process (or lack thereof) 
has stymied the receipt and disbursement of the $4.1 
billion in pledged foreign aid.(1)   

According to the UN, about one million people in hard-
hit areas (still) need shelter, food and basic medical 
care.(1)  And now, with winter on the way, there is a 
sense of urgency among many to provide them with 
warm clothes and blankets.(2)  In the capital, thousands 
are still living in makeshift tents, with limited access to 
clean water or sanitation services.(1)  Monsoon rains 
have caused extra challenges for the displaced, 
namely water contamination, exposure, and extra 
mosquitoes – which can carry diseases such as ma-
laria and dengue fever.  “We have lost everything.  We 
are desperate,” said a survivor.  “How much longer do 
we have to wait for help?”(1)   

As of early September, the only government aid given 
to survivors was about $160 per family.(2)  With the    
recent passing of the constitution, however, many are 
hopeful that pathways for aid distribution will be 
opened and that earthquake victims will receive the 
desperately-needed, and long-awaited, help. (Contd p.2) 



Kidstown has distributed nearly $23,000 in financial aid, as well as 
water filters and first-aid kits.  Another $13,000 is pledged to help in 
the start-up and initial phase of operations of a new orphanage which 
aims to take in orphan children who are victims of the April quake.   

The Perfect Storm (continued) 

Several attempts were made over the last few years to accomplish this feat, only to be pushed back into 
a holding pattern by civil unrest and governmental gridlock.  This time however (and maybe the earth-
quakes are partly to thank) the parliament succeeded in ratifying the new charter, formally decreeing 
Nepal as a secular republic.(3)  Not all are celebrating, however, including Nepal’s powerful neighbor to 
the south.(2) 

(Contd from p.1) On a positive 
note, because of the generosity 
of many of our readers, 
Kidstown has been able to         
provide financial help to 14        
orphanages in  Nepal, as well as 
to children which live near the 
epicenter of the first quake.  In 
addition we were able to help an 
orphanage in India that was 
damaged in the tremor.   

The Ashish Home (above-left), is an orphanage in 
Kathmandu which is supported by Kidstown. Its facility         
sustained severe damage on the fourth and fifth floors 
(above-right), requiring that they be disassembled and 
rebuilt.  Kidstown aid enabled them to do that (right). 

Adding insult to injury is Nepal’s long and difficult 
struggle to re-write and ratify their constitution.  From 
the centuries-old framework of a Hindu-espousing 
monarchy, to the bloody battlefields of a Maoist-led  
insurgency, to the last nine years of democracy, it is     
understandable how drafting a document that would 
fairly represent all Nepalis would be next to impossible 
to achieve.    

What does the constitution have to do with the earthquakes?  Quite a 
bit, actually.  Focus on the constitution has taken it away from the                    
earthquake victims who, months after the tremors, are still living in              
perilous conditions.(1)  The constitution has incited widespread unrest 
throughout the country, with at least 40 people having been killed.(3)  In 
the populous Terai, or plains, region in Southern Nepal, tensions are 
especially high(4) due to fears of increased marginalization.(3)  (Contd p.3) 

(Left) Women, like other minority groups, fear the constitution does not equally represent them.   



(Contd from p.2) The Terai inhabitants, along with their Indian neighbors, have responded by shutting 
down the borders which are critical arteries that supply food, fuel, and commodities to this small land-
locked nation.(2)  This, in turn, is aggravating the as-of-yet unaddressed economic situation caused by 
the earthquakes.  

The Perfect Storm (continued) 

Are there ways that we can help?  Yes.  Many of you have already helped financially.  Another way to 
help is by praying for Nepal.  Here are a few key prayer points: 

What about religious freedom?  Although an apparent victory 
has been won in that Nepal did not revert to its Hindu-nation 
status, there has none-the-less been a rise in anti-Christian 
sentiment.  Proselytizing (attempting to convert Hindus to  
another religion) remains illegal(2), church groups are being 
denied places of worship, and in Eastern Nepal bombs were 
thrown into vacant worship centers to convey a threatening 
message.(2)   

The situation is bleak on every front: geographic, political, 
social, economic, and religious.  However, God  is  sovereign 
and reigns even over these difficult situations.   

Sources used: 
1. Reuters, Four months after quakes, Nepal fails to spend any of $4.1 bln donor money, 2 Sep 2015. 
2. Personal correspondence from friends in Nepal  
3. BBC, Nepal’s President Yadav approves secular constitution, 20 Sep 2015. 
4. BBC, Why is Nepal’s new constitution controversial?, 19 Sep 2015. 

 Pray that God will bring a season of stability to   
Nepal, which will enable them to get back on their 
feet economically, politically, and socially. 

 
 Pray that God will use this turmoil to turn many 

people in Nepal to Him. 
 
 Pray that God will protect our 14 orphanages in 

the midst of all of this chaos. 
 
 Pray that the Church will take full advantage of 

this extended window of opportunity to reach out 
and share the Gospel with the millions in Nepal 
who are waiting to hear it. 

 Pray that God will grant permission so that our new orphanage in Nepal can begin taking in earth-
quake victims, and give them the love, care, and hope they so desperately need. 

 Pray that God will open the closed borders so that imports can resume, bringing relief to many. 

Thanks to all of our readers for your interest in Nepal, for your financial support (both for the orphans 
as well as for the earthquake relief), and for your prayers.  Be assured: God is at work! 



Contact & Info 
For additional information 
about Kidstown and our 
efforts to help orphans, 
please visit our website, 
YouTube channel, or  
Facebook page.   

Kidstown International 
119 N. Commercial, #165  
Bellingham, WA 98225 

1-360-647-2470 

director@kidstown.org 

www.kidstown.org 

ECFA accredited 

Financials upon request 
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Kidstown International®  
119 N. Commercial, #165 
Bellingham, WA 98225-4452 

Kidstown is committed to caring for orphans in practical ways, to sharing Jesus with them, 
and to preparing them to become His witnesses among their own peoples. 
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Each year we endeavor to bless the        
orphans we support with                      

Christmas gifts.                                              
 

We do this by sending extra funds in early December so 
that orphanage leaders can purchase gifts or              

special clothing for the children, and/or to be able to 
prepare for them a special Christmas feast.                                                       

 
Will you help us raise the $9,000 needed so that  all 

1,100 of our orphans can have an                                      
extra-special Christmas?   

 
Gifts of any size will be much appreciated!   

Donations can be made online at www.kidstown.org/donate                                                                  
or by mail to Kidstown’s office.                                                                             

Please designate: “Christmas Gifts”                                                                           

Orphan Christmas Gifts 
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